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Annotations on the archive.

An Archive Of Feelings, 1987 to 1992. Testing the Limits (87), Seize Con-
trol of the FDA (88), Target City Hall (89), Stop the Church (90), and Voices
from the Front (92). Extracting audio from the archive of AIDS activist and ACT
UP New York videos, Ultra-red contemplates to what extent those sounds can
stand-in for missing recordings of our own contemporaneous experiences in
AIDS activism? Attending the videotaped sounds, we note that some of the
chants were the same (replace “Reagan” for “Bush”), some of the affinity group
actions were the same and some of the demands were the same. Of course,
there’s no way to verify that an appropriation of video from other actions would
accurately render unrecorded events. All Ultra-red can do is to suture the video
into our own memories of demonstration, arrest, and release. Sonically, the

trouble is that audio on activist video suffers from monaural recording equip-
ment. Without the stereophonic registration of spatial phenomenon, the record-
ings lacks orientation, positionality or movement. Acoustic space is signified at
its most rudimentary level: volume and density as indexes of affect.
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“I had applied to be in the music section of the WPA
[in 1940], but they refused to admit me because they
said that | was not a musician. | said, ‘Well, what am
1?7 1 work with sounds and percussion instruments and
so forth.” And they said, ‘You could be a recreation
leader.’ So | was employed in the recreation depart-
ment, and that may have been the birth of the silent
piece [4'33"], because my first assignment in the
recreation department was to go to a hospital in San
Francisco and entertain the children of the visitors.
But | was not allowed to make any sound while | was
doing it, for fear that it would disturb the patients. So
| thought up games involving movement around the
rooms and counting, etc., dealing with some kind of
rhythm in space.”

John Cage in conversation with Peter Gena, “After Antiquity,” in A John
Cage Reader, ed. Peter Gena and Jonathan Brent (New York: Peters,
1982), 169-70.

“AIDS does not exist apart from the practices that
conceptualize it, represent it, and respond to it. We
know AIDS only in and through those practices”

Douglas Crimp, “AIDS: Cultural Analysis/Cultural Activism,” in AIDS:
Cultural Analysis/Cultural Activism, ed. Douglas Crimp (Cambridge, MA:
The MIT Press, 1988), 3.

“... AIDS ... has offered the country an opportunity to
forge a new American language to engage in a fresh
conversation on race that has the potential to close
the [racial] chasm. For much of the past twenty years,
however, the epidemic has had the opposite effect....
In the absence of a new language, the much richer,
more vital, and continuing story of race in the post-
civil rights era has been obscured. That perhaps,
more than any callous disregard for human life, has
kept the contours of this very public disease secret.”

Jacob Levenson, The Secret Epidemic: The Story of AIDS and Black
America (New York: Anchor Books, 2004), 275 -76.

Ultra-red has developed a methodology: a fixation
on recordings. There is only a record. If our political
actions are the result of reflecting on the record, can
politics be possible where no record exists?

This is the dilemma: at this precise time in our AIDS
activism, there are only surrogate recordings. What
audio records that do exist are either embedded in the
image-as-evidence of video or, records of someone
else’s pain or pleasure. This is the archive from which
we begin to build the record.
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http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-01.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-01.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-02.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-02.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-03.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-03.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-04.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-04.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-05.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-05.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-06.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-06.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-07.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-07.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-08.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-08.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-09.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-09.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-10.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-10.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-11.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-11.mp3
http://www.ultrared.org/publicrecord/archive/2-04/2-04-002/2-04-002-12.mp3

Ob:L

‘A)1eonuo mau e
S9IN09S 90Ud|IS BuneNdIMY "SISHD Jey} Ul |eal }2109s
ay sl S|V ‘lendeo jo sisuo jusuewsad ay) se Auanod
JUOLUOD ISNW @M uay} ‘4ood a8y} jo dlwaepide ue
sawo2aq Ajbuisealoul SA|Y SY SISUO S|V 9yl pud
0] uonoe [eonljod Joy siseq [eJjow e ueyy Jayio Buiyy
-9Wos 0} sp|alA aoua|is 10 ‘sn salId) Jobuo| ou yieap
Jayye uay) ‘yjeap sjenba aouajis §| JusldNSUl 3 0}
uanold aney abeuino jeiow Jo sbuibels ajol ay] "a1els
9AI}09E JUBLIND JNO WOl padald uoloe JBYjo dWos
10 ‘sainsea|d sy pue abes ‘uonejuswe| JO SWeaIds
aq Aay} Jayym SUONUSAIBIUI JNO SUOIIPUOD jey)
109[qo ue :92I0A B J|9S)l S| 9oUd|IS ‘JIOASMOH ‘S8DI0A
UHM 92UB|IS 8} [|I} 0} sh s|odwo9 Yyjead=aous|Ig ‘uol}
-enba ay] ,@ouajis Jo auldiosip 8y}, ‘SpIom s.aliai4
ojned ul :auydpsip isngqos B salinbal £ ‘Wnas
-nW 8y} Ul Jo nys ul pawiopad JBYBYAN 9oud|IS
10 .£6.4 s.0ben uyor Buiwiopad uebaq pas-enn
‘puey ul auoydoudiw UIAA *900Z O} 000Z ‘@dud|is

‘9861 Ul wnuijgp psonpul-saly
ue jspiwe palp oym ‘seje Lpwid-dijiyd ‘s Jayiolq jay
s| uonsanb JaH ‘eoeds ajgisseooeul ue 0} AALd ‘edey
Ay} UO ule)s B aJe 9)\\ 'SOI}SNOJe S, w004 8y} ul yoy|b
B UBY} 8I0W OU dJe S)\\ "palapeys alap) ‘Aidal 1no o}
jeap a|lym sn sajebouisiul sejes) Iayjoue Jaye Sso|
auo ybnouy) Buial wouly Josloy pue abes ay) pajesod
-100U] 92I0A JBH "SUOI}BJUBWIE| S,SEB[BL) JO PUNOS ay) je
unpys ay} sajelnies bBuliea (€661 ‘eABD BUBA) SeleS)
epueweiq Jo jey} Aq paoe|dsip usaq aAey SUaqOY
pue Bury] ‘susmQ JO S8210A 8Y} 8I8YM ‘UOISISA SPUODSS
9aJyl-AlIy} pue S8jnuIW  JNO) B JIBYO0 pal-ei|n
‘auoz snouabola o13snooe-oyoAsd soIsnw 8SNOH 10}
paznAjasoud ‘spuagqoy ¥oNnyo JO 8210A 8Y} YHIM ‘XIw pJiy}
V "yosads ,weaip e aAey |, S, ¢ Bury Jayin uilep
'Jd JO SanuIW XIS Paydel) Jayjoue ‘suamQ Hagoy
Jabuis |nos Aq s|EOOA palnjes) saxiw snoJawnu
S0BJ} 8U) JO BUQ "UOI}BU dSNOH 8y} IO} 0}SajiuBW B
se panIas pleaH ,siabul4 U, Ase Agq gl 1984 nok
ue), ‘ldge| xel] s,00e01yD UO Q98EL Ul paseslay
€661 03 9861 &M (S| dwiL Jeym) [994 NoA ued

«EC.C

Aepoy olwepued ay} yum sasusuadxs Aw sayiubis yolym asiou -- asiou |e}
-161p 8y} 1spiwe a910A s Auie 8ziubooal uans | pjnopp “Aep 1eyy Jo Jaquiswal | Sl
11 1BYM JO XBpUl 8.1} BY} SB SPUNOS asoy} 9ziubodal 0} 8|qe 8q p|nom | Jayiaym
sulewal uonsanb ay) ‘sbuiyy asayy ||e esoddng ‘1 ul uonedioued Aw pue Juans
10BEX8 ey} JO p10dal e sh Bulnib ‘edejoipne |elibip ojuo saiouanbal) ay) apoous
0] 9|ge sem Juswdinba ay} asoddng obe sieak usauno} Wol) SAI0A JO SPUNOS
2y} 9)eABIXa 0} ybnous aAnisuas Juswdinba Buipiooal 1sixa pip alay) asoddng
‘suole|noles Alessaoau ay) bupjew jo ajqeded sem | asoddng “JOPUBA 19811
AgJeau ay} Jo S||ed 8y} pue Sald ‘SadI0A ‘sda)s)ooy ‘si0op s,Ajunod 1o N0 pue
ul Bulweaus ajdoad jo sanem Ajiep ayy ‘sejohalojow ‘sseq Buiwooq Jisy) yym
sJapl-mo| ‘syonuy Buissed ‘syoedy ulely AgJeau ay) ‘uononaisuod ‘syal Buissed
‘sualls ‘si9ydoodlay ‘sasnqg woly suoneiqgia Ajlep ayl aie alay) usayl (661 40
ayenbyues abpuypoN 8y} wolj suonelqia o 10edwl 8y} JapIsuod o} pasu Jybiw
| ¢Bury Asupoy Bulnuo} JO pasnode SIS0 Y} JO |Bl] BY) POMO||0) 1By} uon
-e1bejuod ay) 1noge jeypp fluasald ay) pue 066l ‘0z Ae|y usamiaq passed
1ey} Aep yoeas Jo ainjeladwa)l 8y} :suoe|ndjed yons Aypow 0} aw ajinbai pjnom
SuUONIPUOD JeYAA “ABDSP JO SIESA USBMNO) JBYE WIOBABM B JO AlISUSp 10BXS 8y}
9]e|no|eo 0} paau os|e pjnom | ‘auoydoudiw aAlISuUsS Ajjeloadss ue pasu pjnom
| ‘0S Op O] ‘0661 Ul Aep Jey) Jo s80ydd adel} JO LOS SWOS dAdL}al) Aew | uoned
-0AUl Jey} ul sdeylad “AI0)sIy SIy pue aweu Sy 830AUl 0} Aeq 0} 11 MO | ‘puey ul
auoydoudiw yim ‘esodind siyy Joj [eydsoH HDSN Aiuno) oy uinyal 0} Buiob wi,| 4|
-9166n41s 1Y) J0 8)IS 8y} 0} UInjal 0] dw sjadwod Jeaddy 031 8210N 8y “Buiuado
sy alojoq Aeme passed Aeq ‘4enamoH ‘plem S|y ue Bulysiigelss Joj spuny
A1essaoau ay) 91e21pap 0} sIosIAedng 8yl pPadlo) S81EJ0APE BB Yjeay |edo|
pue dn 1OV 10 suonoe pauiquod ay) ‘Ajleniuaal ‘walsAs yyeay oiqnd ayy
uodn juelas sousabuy so Buowe olwapids 8y} Jo 8doas 8y} INoge |elusp ul
paulewal S[eIoIo YoIiym 0} JUdIXa ay} pajedlpul siosiAladng Ajuno) ayy Aq Bul
-[lemauo}s ay) ‘Aeq Jo4 ‘plem S|V ue Joj Asuow Bupyiew-ies ul souabisueliul
slosintadng Ajuno) Jo pieog ay) uo yoseasal ay} Jo jsow papiaoid Aeq ‘jend
-SOH Aluno) Jo Jualjo pue S |y yim Buiall uosiad v sysejoid ay) puiyaqg 9210}
Buinup ay) se panias Aeq Aule Jaquisw 4N 1DV ‘|eudsoH |esauas) jo abewl
ay) se 9zjubooal pjnom suedldWY }sow |eudsoH ay) je o1uld S|y ue uado 0}
Auno) ay) padloy 1sajoid 8y} ‘sajebuy SO Ul WISIAIOE S, dN 10V 40 wiodybiy
ay] ‘|lexdsoH OSn Awuno) ayi 1e [16iA ybiu-1aao ue Buimo||ol 1saule 4N 10V
18414 Aw sajelowBWWod 066) ‘22 AN palep 92110N 8yl "UOISEJ20 ydea uo
salouabe aoljod Buisalie ayl Aq panssi siayol} Jeaddy 0} 92110N [EIDIO By}
1day | uoseas swos Joj Ing ‘sbuipiodas oipne Aue aaey jou Aew |, *L6/0/0L
‘9@ ‘uojbulysepy ‘spunolis [oyden sn (06/0Z/9 ‘09sIouel4 ueS ‘UBJUD
QUODSOIN (06/22/S ‘So19buy so1 ‘}ea1)g ajdwa] }SOAN 00G :SP1023Y Jsaly

*aAIydIe 9y} Uo suojjejouue 1dyying

«0€

99U3|IS JO AAIYIJY Uy

a3alxy-valLin




