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For immediate release:
Public Record serves up the second installment in a three-part video series from The Speculative Archive. 

Titled, "NOT A MATTER OF IF BUT WHEN" brief records of a time in which expectations were repeatedly raised and lowered and people grew exhausted from never knowing if the moment was at hand or was still to come, these video-shorts are the result of a yearlong residency by The Speculative Archive in the Syrian city of Damascus. 

Following the assassination of the Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri in February 2005, the Syrian regime came under immense pressures from outside and from within to initiate long-promised democratic reforms. These pressures, combined with the ongoing conflict in nearby Iraq as well as concern about the possibility of preemptive U.S. strikes, generated a climate of apprehension and expectation through-out Syria.

Facing profound uncertainty, people in Damascus engaged in a constant attempt to predict the future, all the while recognizing the impossibility of knowing what lay ahead. In truth, no one had any idea what was happening in the present. People further acknowledged that in actuality a certain capacity to think of the future has been repressed under the Syrian regime to the degree, some argue, that it is barely revivable, and that perhaps only external forces are capable of initiating much-desired changes. From where will the future come?

During this time in Damascus, the Archive interviewed a political science professor, two members of the liberal opposition, a young filmmaker, a Sheikha, a journalist, and a student. The interviewees spoke about the future, their experiences of time, notions of "democracy" and "citizenship," the shadow of the Iraq War, and about the images that would be remembered from this period. The Archive then recorded an actor's surreal effort to interpret the major themes from the interviews. If, for political reasons, the interview subjects maintained a distance between what they said and what they meant, the actor worked to double this distance, simultaneously affirming and undermining the veracity of the interviews and the specificities of the time in which they were recorded. The five short video fragments in this second release are drawn from these materials.

The Archive is a collaboration of Los Angeles-based artists Julia Meltzer and David Thorne. For more info: www.speculativearchive.org.
Public Record is the internet-based archive of the Ultra-red audio-activist organization.  Established for the distribution of work by Ultra-red members and allies, Public Record serves as an interface between the organization and its publics with free fair-use downloads of exclusive full-length albums, images, texts and video. 
Ultra-red: www.ultrared.org

Public Record: www.publicrec.org

Contact: Ultra-red Information Secretary, info@ultrared.org


[image: image1.png]