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For immediate release:
Public Record RELEASE THE THIRD INSTALLMENT OF VIDEOS FROm The Speculative Archive AND THEIR YEAR IN SYRIA.

Titled, "not a matter of if but when: brief records of a time in which expectations were repeatedly raised and lowered and people grew exhausted from never knowing if the moment was at hand or was still to come" is an ongoing documentary project of Los Angeles-based artists' The Speculative Archive.

With this third installment of "not a matter of if but when", The Speculative Archive present scattered images of a year living in Damascus, Syria. These five videos offer short and enigmatic encounters with some facts of daily life: coffee, dusk, breezes, the regime, someone else¹s regime, and recitation of a sura about the day of noise and clamour, or the calamity, "Judgment day". 

The videos suggest the contours of everyday life shaped by a host of regimes. Also included in this collection of images is a fragment of an interview about predicting the future, which is sometimes confused with wishful thinking.

The Speculative Archive produce video, publications, and installations that focus on the production of documents, their collection, circulation and reception, and their socio-political effects. The Archive use the word "speculative" as a qualifier to foreground the temporal complexities of archival and documentary practices. The "Archive" is not a physical site but a set of socio-political and cultural interventions in which documents, objects, and memories are taken up in ongoing struggles around historical meaning.

The Archive is a collaboration of Los Angeles-based artists Julia Meltzer and David Thorne. For more info: www.speculativearchive.org.
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